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efforts to bring the two into agreement the latent
hostility which was perhaps inevitable in the cir-
cumstances burst into flame : Damascus was occu-
pied by French troops on the 25th July, and after
an ineffective armed resistance Feisal was forced to
flee the country. When the clash actually came in
Syria, and Feisal was on the point of being driven
out, certain Members of Parliament, who knew
Lawrence and supported his policy, were very
much perturbed, and a question was put down
which caused some alarm in Downing Street. On
the morning of the day on which it was to be an-
swered, someone telephoned to say that Mr. Bonar
Law would like a representative to come over from
the Foreign Office and advise on the line the
Government should take if the question were raised
on the adjournment, which seemed more than
likely. I was told that I had better go over and
explain as well as I could, and was just preparing
to do so when I got another message to say that
Mr. Lloyd George himself was proposing to answer
the question, and that I must wait until he arrived
in London that evening.
When I went over I found him and Mr. Bonar
Law sitting in the Prime Minister's room at No. 10,
and was invited to express my views on the recent
developments in Syria. My own feeling was that
matters should not have come to a head, and that
the French authorities might by liberal and sym-
pathetic treatment have so arranged matters that
Feisal could have retained his position, and I said
so. Mr. Lloyd George, however, did not feel that
it was for him to criticise the action of the French
authorities now that they were solely responsible
for Syria, and told me to make out as strong a case